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Forgotten TDARS equipment and its uses/applications. 

G100RSGB centenary station: preparation and manning. (16 Oct and 26/27 Oct) 
GX3ZME on VHF/HF. Committee Meeting 8pm. New HF Antenna operational ! 
Ten Minute Topics. Members’ participation invited 

G100RSGB Operations. All bands, All modes (well, several). Club HQ area 

JOTA (Jamboree on the Air)weekend. Wellington Scout HQ. TF1 3HA—by Church. 
Winter Construction Projects & G1OORSGB review and preparations for w/e 
G100RSGB operations. All bands, many Modes. Avoiding CQWW SSB contest ops ! 
Hallowe’en Social 

Committee Meeting and GX3ZME OTA 

Table Top Sale 

PSK et al using the Raspberry Pi, with Eric MOKZB 

View HamFest (Rob Mannion G3XFD) Video recording 

Committee Meeting and GX3ZME OTA 


Annual Christmas Dinner. The Duck@ Allscott. Booking Form Nov. Newsletter. 


Mince Pies & Mulled Wine Social. Club HQ 


For Amateur Radio Exam Training—enquiries to Mike G3JKX (01952 299677) 
For Morse Training and Morse Proficiency Tests Martyn G3UKV or Eric MOKZB. 
For Equipment Loans & Returns contact Simon 2EOCHV or Don 2EODSN 
Radio Amateur Exams- Latest: www.tdars.org.uk/html/training.html 


VILLAGE HALL, MALTHOUSE BANK, LITTLE WENLOCK, TELFORD, SHROPSHIRE. TF6 5BG 
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Coming and Going (Gone) .... That's our GLOORSGB Centenary Station and our HamFest. 


Thanks to all who made the 2013 Telford HamFest go so well—most of whom | thanked individ- 
ually and collectively at the HamFest debrief on Sept. 11th.—but | must have missed a few who 
contributed. So, again, many thanks to all who helped. Hundreds of man (not forgetting some 
YLs too)-hours went into its organisation, and I’ve sent/received over 200 e-mails, plus umpteen 
phone calls in connection with the event. Attendance was up (about +80 compared to 2012) and 
revenue too, despite having dropped paid adverts in RadCom and PW this year. No doubt the 
fine weather played its part in this result—but an encouraging indicator for the future too. As 
always, a problem or two surfaced on the day, but it’s always that way; - solve one set of 
problems and anew crop appear next time. But nothing that spoilt the event, or could not be 
overcome. The date for 2014 is Sunday 31st August—so keep that weekend free ! 


Coming up rapidly is the TDARS involvement in celebrating the RSGB’s Centenary Year on the 
air, using G1OORSGB. As you can see from the programme (Pg1) we have three days of 
operation—Wed. 16th October and the weekend October 26/27. Eight other West Midland 
(Region 5) radio clubs are participating so far, and I’m sure we shall put on a top-notch station, 
since we have scores of years experience between us. However, the RSGB emphasise that it is 
open for all radio amateurs to participate, so let’s hope that everyone who wants to operate has 
the opportunity to do so. If you have never handled a “pile-up” on the air, it is an experience you 
will not quickly forget - but do have a go! A more experienced op will certainly help you, but you 
can do something yourself too, by monitoring a rare(ish) station on a band like 20 metres for an 
hour or so, and seeing how it can be done. Keep QSOs short, and only send Callsigns/Report/ 
Your name/Club name and perhaps an extra comment or two, before moving on to the next 
station calling. Try to avoid constant repetition, and respond to any questions efficiently. Have a 
notebook and pencil to jot callsigns etc as you go along, and if possible, download and familiar- 
ize yourself with the free software we shall probably use (winlog32 by Colin GOCUZ) before the 
event, so that you can help with keyboard logging effectively as well as actual operating. Don’t 
worry if you make some mistakes—we all do that at times, especially under pressure—as there 
will be help at hand at all times. Above all, enjoy yourself. 


The RSGB website gives a lot more info:- www.rsgb.org/main < operating < centenary station, 
where at least 5 more options are available to you, covering many other aspects of GLOORSGB. 
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TDARS MEETINGS EVERY WEDNESDAY AT LITTLE WENLOCK 
VILLAGE HALL UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE 
ON THE FRONT PAGE PROGRAMME. 
ROOM BOOKED FROM 7PM - 10PM. 
MEETINGS USUALLY COMMENCE AT 8PM 
Please return borrowed equipment promptly 


The TDARS G100RSGB activity is approaching fast (Oct 16, 26-27), and all TDARS 
club members are invited to operate the special callsign stations at some time or other. It is 
likely that we shall operate mainly from the corner of the Little Wenlock Village Hall car park, 
but the nearby Village Field may also be used. The weekend period (Oct 26/27) unfortunate- 
ly clashes with one of the biggest world-wide SSB contests of the year (CQWW DX SSB 
contest), with which we don’t want to get tangled—so most activity will be on the 10, 18 and 
24 MHz ‘WARC’ bands that weekend, although 3.5 and 7MHz may be OK at times during 
daylight hours. The 50, 70, 144 and 432 MHz bands are not affected. Many people, both in 
the UK and worldwide, are chasing G10ORSGB on as many bands as possible, to qualify for 
a ‘standard’ or ‘golden’ RSGB Centenary award, so we need to be flexible and respond to 
band change requests quite often. Above all, we need to achieve a high level of activity for 
as long as possible, bearing in mind local residents expectations of quietness during night- 
time operation. Banging car doors at 2 or 3am will not be appreciated! 

The TDARS planning meeting arranged for September 25th (8pm) will be crucial. 


As reported elsewhere, the 2013 Telford HamFest was successful far 
beyond all expectations, as table bookings seemed so elusive until the last 
minute. More and more traders seem to only make their minds up in the very 
last week or two, which is quite scary! The good weather helped greatly, ae 
and as our HamFest website says, everyone seemed to enjoy themselves 
on the day. Next year’s event is on Sunday 31st August, since the Enginuity 
venue has already been booked on Sept. 7th for a wedding, and is therefore 
not available to us. 


NATIONAL CLUBS 
OF 


Further to the ‘Home Brew Plastic Parts’ talk by G6UDX (July 24), Brian sent a note: 
"Those that followed my recent talk may be interested to know | intend carrying out ‘microwave’ tests on some 
samples of G26 resin. Readers may recall this was the two-part material from which | produced an "egg" 
insulator. Before carrying out the microwave test | need to ensure the XYL is out of the house and | will have 
time to ventilate the kitchen adequately if things go badly wrong.“ (hope she doesn’t see this, Brian—Ed) 


TDARS has opened a Twitter account as a bit of an experiment. Although it was __ set 
up to highlight our HamFest, it may take some time to ‘bed in’ and be more useful. The 
G100RSGB may further its development as those savvy users share our activities at every 
opportunity. Dave GOCER has provided a few guidelines for those, like your Editor, for whom 
it remains a rather dark, mysterious mode of communication. See next page. 


The June 2013 50 MHz Trophy results have been published on the RSGB Contest 
(‘Sport Radio’) website. TDARS (G3Z) came 5th, with 2 529 429 points total. Operating from 
our Long Mynd site, the ops were Simon GOUFE, Speedy 2EOKLS, Don 2EODSN, Simon 
2EOCHV and John MOJZH. Using the club’s IC 756 (100 W) and 5 ele MET antenna, they 
had 182 QSOs, with their best DX as WP3UX at 6623 Km distance, the second furthest DX 
achieved by any UK entrant. Congratulations to all involved. Simon ‘UFE hopes to UP the 
power next year (400W) and UP the antenna (7 ele 7) as well, with a target of winning the 50 
MHz Trophy one time - the Trophy donated many years ago to the RSGB by our Society. 


Don't forget there are opportunities to use the Special Contest Call G3Z (SCC) every 
month of the year. Our SCC is due for renewal in December this year, and we have to 
convince OfCOM (RSGB contest committee in practice) that we are worthy holders of this 
call-sign before the end of 2013, by a scoring method based on number of QSOs relative to 
the top scorer in certain specified contests. Team Simon's 50 MHz Trophy results this year 
meet this criteria - brilliant! 

Any member, or group of members, of TDARS can use the Special call G3Z - but only for 
certain named contests. A full list can be found on the OfCOM website (if you can find it !), 
or more easily in all recent RSGB Year Books (aka Callbooks). It's on page 85 of the 2013 
edition. 
There are 7 eligible contests left this year: 
September: CQ WW RITY (Sept 28/29). 
October: I[ARU microwave (Oct 5/6), CQ WW SSB (Oct 26/27). 
November: 2m Marconi CW (Nov 2/3), WAE DX RTTY (Nov 9/10), 

CQ WW CW (Nov 23/24). 
December: ARRL 10m contest. All Mode (Dec 14/15). 
Please let Martyn (G3UKV) know if you wish to have a go at any of these. The only condition 
is that you make a real attempt at achieving a good result - it's not for someone wanting to 
have a few casual QSOs after Sunday lunch ! 


The next Club project, or projects, were discussed during August. No clear decisions 
were made, as little common ground was identified. The only project which several members 
said they might build was a 130 watt dummy load with built in accurate power measurement. 
It uses twenty 1K non-inductive (3W) resistors in parallel, immersed in mineral oil, plus a 
cheap signal diode, such as the BAV21 (250v), plus 0.1uF capacitor for measuring power. 
Details on K4EAA’s website. Simon GOUFE provided handouts for members for this. 

It looks like this topic needs to be re-visited in the autumn for more ideas. (Oct. 23rd) 


The final 2 metre DF hunt took place at the end of August. It was quite eerie to look for 
the Robot Fox designed and built by Richard GOVXG, which gave short transmissions using 
both voice and MCW to identify itself, every five minutes. This was a most exquisite event, 
which will surely be repeated in 2014. The hounds who succeeded in DFing the robot TX, 
found a small lunchbox, taped to a wire fence, containing a few cloakroom tickets. They tore 
off the lowest numbered ticket remaining in the box, and took it back to club HQ. Nobody 
noticed the tiny hand-held 2m transceiver placed nearby in a bush, with its PIC controller 
attached. Meanwhile ...... we were being observed from the top of the field through binocu- 
lars by Martin 2EOTRO and Richard GOVXG to see how events turned out, and to check fair 
play! A brilliant and innovative piece of kit from Richard. 


There are moves afoot to re-start Morse Practice sessions at the club on Wednesdays 
and possibly also 2 metres during the winter months. Speak to Eric MOKZB or Mike G3JKX to 
show your interest. Meanwhile, weekly GB2CW broadcasts go out locally on Thursday mornings 
on 3605KHz, and last about half an hour, at speeds of 5, 8 and 12 words per minute. 


Mike, G3JKX, generously donated a most unusual clock to TDARS for use in the rear 
kitchen area for when GX3ZME is ‘on-the-air’. It has to be seen ! (See photo on Pg 7) 


~t ~~ t ~~~ tt tt tt tt ~ 


Some explanation and guidance to using Twitter—by Dave GOCER 


To explain a little about 'Twitter', why I've suggested using it, the pitfalls and what it can do. 


I work at Telford College, we use social networking services to promote the College courses. We use 
Twitter in a very business-like manner to all ages of people and companies who might want to use our 
services (we don't just do 16-18 courses now - government changes mean that we have to get the major- 
ity of our income from providing apprenticeship training and courses for industry). 


Q&A... 


Is it just messaging? 

- It can be, but organisations don't tend to use it like this much. 

- You can also post images - say an event or even a meeting photos 
- People might ask questions - like "when are you starting exam courses again next?" - we might 
answer publicly ones like that. 


What kind of thing would be announced on Twitter by an organisation like TDARS? 

- Club announcements like 'Next Wednesday 7th GX3ZME on air 1930 onwards' 

- back stories 'we're all off now to set up the tables for the Hamfest tomorrow' (makes people feel like 
they know what’s going on) 

They are well thought-out announcements (by trustworthy users) to give information and insight to the 
organisation. We're TDARS but we're human too..! 


What about trouble going on about Twitter - could it happen to TDARS? 

Its easy to edit something in anger or sarcasm and hit send - organisations are more reserved - trouble 
can occur when the ability to post is given out to many people and control is lost - this can happen in 
any section of society - I'd recommend 2 or at most 3 people have access to post. 


How do we know it's working well for TDARS? 

Anyone can go to the 'homepage' of a twitter account and see how many people are ‘followers’ - Fol- 
lowers are people who automatically ask to get anything you post to be shown on their page for them to 
read. If you look at my workplace account you will see we have 1,787 followers and the kind of things 
posts we do and also the photos we have posted. https://twitter.com/telfordcollege 


What about 140 letters limit? 

- To be honest - it makes you think what you are writing, makes you write clearly and efficiently and 
gets the message over without unnecessary stuff. 

- Anyway, you can do a 2nd or 3rd or more tweet after to carry on your message if you can't fit it all in. 


Who might following us? 
Other amateurs (globally) and traders and radio organisations. 


Can it be closed down? 
- It can be de-activated - you can request an archive of everything you said.. 
- Tweets already made are now in the public domain, sat on others computers - you can't delete them. 


What real use is it? 
For something like the Hamfest it's a means of letting people know that the Hamfest is happening and 
drip-feeding information to keep interest. 


Other considerations - the younger generations : 


I would suggest it’s important to keep some kind of presence in the community that young people inhabit 
- or we face never having new people outside of the immediate family and friends. Possibly most of the 
time it's lost on people but costs nothing - copy and past the weekly news and monitor the kind of 
comments people make, how many followers we get and if - over a year we actually pick up new 
members via Twitter. 


I'd recommend that we make a big effort to get the Hamfest (or other event) out 
in as many forms as possible, perhaps review its use and then do occasional 
announcements of a 'what’s on' weekly and perhaps any contest results 
TDARS are involved in, or whatever is considered appropriate (perhaps might 
make locals who don't take part in TDARS realise we are active.) 


Fol owe! 


This is like a snowball though - you have to keep rolling it and its use gets bigger, stop and it stops. 


From a point of view of someone who uses it - it’s lively if you choose a good selection of things/people 
to follow you get drip-fed snippets that don't waste your life as they are what you want to read about - I 
follow one or two news reporters; they Tweet from news stories as they break them, which I find interest- 
ing. 


Let’s say, I want see RSGB Tweets - generally a website will have a ‘follow us on Twitter’ button or link 
you can click to add them to your list of people and organisations you want to read about daily. If you 
looked at Telford College’s Twitter page above you'll see a 'Follow' button. Its better to have you own 
Twitter account. I personally have built up an interesting mix of Ham radio, Radio 4 continuity 
announcers, International News and other sundry people / orgs I follow. 


Hope this all helped! 
Dave GOCER 
ttt tte ttt ttt tt 


Forwarded from Mike, G3JKX— 


“As you will know, the RSGB is organising a Construction Competition. Details were published in 
RadCom and are on the website - http://rsgb.org/main/about-us/rsgb-centenary-2013/centenary- 
construction-competition/ and reproduced below. 

I understand that your club has been active in construction during this past year either by running your 
own construction competition, club construction Project or a dedicated session on construction, and I 
write to encourage your club or any of your members to consider participating in this Centenary event. 
Please let me know if you wish to enter by the end of September. 

Best Wishes Graham Coomber, GONBI 

General Manager - Radio Society of Great Britain “ 
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Stealth Antenna 


Most TDARS members are aware that the KITCHEN CREW were unhappy with the current HF 
doublet in the attic. 

So Simon (UFE), Martyn (UKV) and Richard (VXG) one Saturday installed a stealth 80m wire 
dipole on the side of the village hall (barely noticeable) with an Icom auto-ATU. 


| used the new antenna system for the first time Wednesday 4" September. My first impression 
was good, although the noise floor is high on 80 and 40m-S6-7, which is still better than the old 
doublet. The audio quality was a lot clearer and all the other bands were fine. Tuning with the 
new auto-ATU is a breeze now, a sniff of rf and the ATU does what it’s designed for: 20m was 
the only band that had a slightly high SWR, but still well within acceptable levels at 1:1.7. 

So now TX.... Simon made the first call on 40m and got favourable report from an EA station. 
With some quick instruction from Simon on tuning, | went on to have several QSOs. 15m 
EA7IVS & EW8QO, 80m GOJMZ & G4Q0JY on the NE coast, and finally 20m, DL2RMM all 
QSOs were given R5 & S7-9. 


Yes in my opinion, this new antenna is an improvement, so on behalf of the KITCHEN CREW | 
would say thanks to Simon, Richard & Martyn for all their hard work. It’s appreciated. 


ae 


73 Don (2EODSN) 


73 
John MOJZH tunes mene 
around alongside other 
‘Kitchen Crew’ with the 
Club’s IC756, new 
Icom auto-ATU and the 


new stealth antenna. 


CO 4.00 CO x: 


[Note the new, partly 
visible donated clock 
too] Photo:GOCER 
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Forwarded from John MOJZH: 


Our portable operations that we have at present are ... 

This Saturday (Sept. 21°) GX6ZME/P from The Bog, starting 9am, QRV from 10am until about 4pm. 
We will also monitor 144.600MHz from handies during the day if you cannot quite locate us!! 
Looking forward to seeing / working as many of you as possible. a 


Info on the Bog - www.bogcentre.co.uk/maps.html. GX6ZM E /P 


From The Bog to your Log 


JOTA is the weekend of 19-20th October from: Te. (CAR 
2ND WELLINGTON SCOUT HQ Stren he 130% ad ate op eres 

LYCHGATE WALK Ke ed a 
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TELFORD TF1 3HA 
Incidentally we are also looking for willing CW operators to give some basic help/instruction to the 
youngsters. This does prove to be quite interesting for them. Thank you. John M0JZH 


Forwarded from Bob, MORJS ... 


“Attached is the picture of my experimental small 
loop aerial. 


It is the first part of a series of experiments to at- 
tempt to produce a portable 80m version. At this 
stage | am simply trying to come to terms with 
options available for small loops. There is a huge 
amount of info on the internet, but much of it is 
contradictory, so | am just fiddling about trying to 
work things out for myself. 


As and when (and if) there is anything constructive 
to come out of experiments, | will let you know. 


So far the results of the 20m experiments have 
been encouraging. 

The aerial shown in the picture has a diameter of 

1 metre. | have had a few QSOs on 20m and 
compared the signal reports with the same power 
(12 watts) using my three element Steppir and the 
loop. The comparisons show the loop to be about 
one S point lower than one would expect. It should 
be 2 S points down, it is actually 3 down. It could be 
argued that this is due to the greater effect of 
surrounding buildings and trees as the loop is very much lower. The Loop is 2m off the 
ground, Steppir is 20m up! 

One of the QSOs was with Richard EA6/GOVXG/P with similar comparative results. 


| am currently building a loop with a diameter of 4m to try out loops on 80m. It may, or may not, be 
ready for my trip to LX which starts Saturday 14 September.” 
Bob MORJS 
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And finally, a few Telford HamFest 2013 shots... 


~. 


..and a comment from one of our visitors: “I thought I would email you to say 
what a GREAT day I have had today. I must say it was the best rally I 
have been to this year. Lots of reasonably price items, Look forward to 
see you again next year. Regards Wayne MOWAY “” 


TELFORD HAMFEST—ENGINUITY CENTRE - SUNDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 2013 
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Foot soldier with all his kit intact (well, almost all ..) The perfect radio rally scene 


